Dec 21, 2014
Slovak Catholic Parish

oo

477 East Bth Avenue

New Westminster, BC

V3L 412

Phone: B04-526-734l

Fax: B04-520-6363

E-mail: cyrilmetoda0@gmail.com
www.cyrilmetod.org

Hla, sluzobnica Pana,
nech sa mi stane podla
tvojho slova.

Here am I, the servant
of the Lord: let it be
done to me according
to your word.

Slovensky kostal Sv. Cyrila a Metoda
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Parish

4. Adventna Nedel’a
4th Sunday of Advent

Tvoje milosrdenstvo, Pane, ospevovat budem naveky.
Forever I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord.

Ludia asi nikdy tak netdZili po
vlastnom dome, ako dnes. Su
schopni zaplatit' velké peniaze za
hocijaky dom alebo byt, len nech im
patri. Ved c¢asom ho upravia,
prestavaju... Dolezité je mat’ vlastnu
strechu nad hlavou a byt’ tam Stast-
ny. Iste aj tu, medzi nami, najdu sa
l'udia, ktori Cakaju na vlastny byt a
tuzia po nom.

Aj v evanjeliu dnesnej nedele je re¢
o dome a pribytku. Nie je to stavba
budovana z tehdl a kamenia, ale je to
telo Panny Marie. Udalost’ z evanjelia
by sa mohla smelo nazvat' riskant-
nou, revoluc¢nou, originalnou a jedi-
necnou, lebo odpoved Marie nie je
len jej osobnym suhlasom, ale bola
dand v mene celého [ludského
pokolenia. Sprava evanjelistu Lukasa
obsahuje tri vynikajlice myslienky,
ktoré by sme si aj my mohli osvojit’.
Prvou je ZVESTOVANIE. Boh nie
priamo, ale prostrednictvom posla
oznamuje Marii neslychané veci. Je
zvestovanie aj v mojom Zivote? Vie-
me zo Svatého pisma, ale aj zo
skusenosti, Ze Boh sa obracia na
kazdého Cloveka, teda aj na mna.
Lebo Bozi hlas zaznieva odvsadial,
ale nie je hlasny a hromovy, ale
podobny jemnému vanku. Boh
nechce prehlusit ludské hlasy a
nevnucuje sa. Svoje posolstvo nam
zvestuje cez bolest, rozlicku, Zial'...
Cnost/, svatost, dary Ducha... cez
hrdinstvo trpiacich, cez veriaceho
Cloveka... pri modlitbe, pri svatej
omsi, pri pocuvani BoZieho slova...
Kol'kokrat vSak tieto posolstva
neprijimame, nechceme si pripustit,
Ze sa to prihovara sam Boh a kra-
¢ame nemo okolo nich? Zvestovanie
je v nasom Zivote a musime byt
vel'mi pozorni, aby sme ho zachytili,
osvojili si, a tak dali Bohu svoj su-
hlas.

Druhou myslienkou je, Ze Maria
povedala Bohu ANO a stala sa BoZim
PRIBYTKOM. To je odkaz aj pre nas.
Ak zachytime BoZie zvestovanie a
stotoZznime sa s nim, stdvame sa
Bozim pribytkom. Nesmieme ho

poskvrnit’ a zaspinit/, ale udrziavat’ v
Cistote a poriadku cez modlitbu,
sviatostny Zzivot, Eucharistiu, Bozie
slovo, Uctu a lasku k bliznym.
Tretou myslienkou je, Ze Maria sa
SLOBODNE ROZHODLA byt Bozim
pribytkom. Boh jej dal ponuku a
Cakal, ¢i ju prijme. Mariina odpoved’
bola jasna: Hla, sluzobnica Pana,
nech sa mi stane podla tvojho slova.
Dala najkrajsiu odpoved’, aku vébec
mozno dat Bohu. Aj my sa
podobame Marii v tom, Ze Boh nam
dava svoje ponuky a Caka na nase,
na moje, slobodné rozhodnutie.
Dokazem vSak odpovedat’ vzdy tak,
ako Maria? Davam sa vzdy Bohu k
dispozicii?

V tejto chvili si uvedomujeme,
kol'kokrat Boh miesto ANO, pocul z
nasich Ust NIE! Nebudem slUzit,
odmietam chorobu, nechce sa mi
chodievat’ do kostola, som pohodiny
vychovavat svoje deti vo viere,
nechcem prijat’ dalSie dieta, od-
mietam pristupovat’ k spovedi,
neuznavam moralny zakon, nechcem
prestat s alkoholom... Kol'ko
NECHCEM sme uz v Zivote vyslovili?
Ale ako potom moéZeme byt Bozim
pribytkom, ked’ nechceme?!

One of the meanings of the word
abide is the idea of “lasting pres-
ence,” a concept presented to us in
today’s readings. Often we think of it
in terms of the question: “Where do
we find God?”

But that is not the proper question.
The real question is: “Where does
God find us?” It is God who offers,
we respond. God never works ac-
cording to human plans; He always
works according to His own plans. It
is He who comes to us.

In the fullness of time God came to
us in a way that was far beyond
anything that humans could imag-
ine. God took up living among us in
human flesh, in a way that would be
impossible for humans to imagine
could happen. The angel Gabriel was
sent from God to Mary. How could
this possibly happen, she wondered?

Sources: Jan Adamus; Charles Irvin

However, human pride had no
hold on her whatsoever and so
she replied: “May it be done to
me according to your word.”

God wanted to abide in human
flesh. God wanted to abide within
us... and so from Mary’s flesh
God the Son took on human
flesh... and then died to give it to
us.

It is God who comes to us, who
has decided to build a temple
built of living stones; it is God
who has decided to abide within
us. For us it is incomprehensible
that God would abide with us in
our ordinariness, in our littleness.
“How is it,” we ask, “that God
can want to be with us in such
ordinariness?” “How,” asks
Mary, “can this be? I am just an
insignificant young girl living in
an obscure town called Nazareth.
Today we are reminded once
again that what we consider to
be insignificant God considers to
be significant. All human lives are
significant in God's eyes. Every
human person has a destiny to
be a living temple in whom God
abides.

It is our own human pride that
declares what God can and can-
not do and decides what is possi-
ble and what is impossible. This
is why Mary plays such an im-
portant role in our spiritual lives.
It is her humility that allows God
to do what He wants to do. It is
Mary’s humility that we desper-
ately need, her willingness to
trust in the incomprehensible
things God wants, particularly in
this world so filled with human
pride and arrogance.

Can we give God our own “Yes"
as Mary did? Can we set aside
our own plans and let the unex-
pected and incomprehensible
happen within us. Can God have
a place in your ordinary days?
Can we abide with God's plan to
abide within us?
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Bulletin Announcements

*December 21 — 4" Sunday of Advent Mary said “yes” to God’s call. In doing so she gave the world an incredible gift! All of
the baptized are called to share the gift of her son with the world. How are you responding to that call? How are you sharing
the gift of Jesus? We can best share the gift of Christ by the example of our lives as disciples and stewards.

*Turning and Returning - Drawing Closer to Jesus this Lent facilitated by Fr. Elton Fernandes, SJ

Amidst the busyness of life, how can we draw closer to Christ? Conversion involves letting go of what is unhealthy in our lives.
Thursday, Feb. 19, from 6-8:30pm at Rosemary Heights Retreat Centre, Surrey. Costs $25, including a light snack ($35 includ-
ing light dinner served at 5:15pm). For more information, visit www.rosemaryheights.com/events/ or contact 604-576-8802.

* BudUcu nedel'u, na sviatok Sv.Rodiny, vas pozyvame po druhej sv.omsi na Jaslickovii poboznost’ do haly.

* Pozyvame vas na spev vianocnych kolied 24.decembra 30 minGt pred polnoc¢nou sv.omsou.

* Thank you very much to all the parishioners who contributed in any way to this year’s Food Bank Project. We collected

$1,392 in total which was split between six families along with the food that was collected. We also donated some canned food

to the local Share society. God bless your giving hearts!

* Dear Parishioners

Once again our Bake and Craft Sale was a success because of the many people that participated in baking, sewing or knitting
in preparing for this year’s sale. Thanks to all of the volunteers that came to help set up the tables, packaged all the baking and

cooked in the kitchen for the whole weekend and then stayed to help clean up. Our grand total for this year $5570.30.

* New Year's Eve Party December 31,2014 7pm. $25 Contact for tickets

: mariamikusova@yahoo.com, 778 859-5373

Sun 21 4th Sunday of Advent; 2Sam
9:00 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16; Rom 16:25-27; +Calros Paras Christy Paras
UMy 1:26-38
Sunday’s Collection | .. [4.Adventna Nedel'a; 2sam 7:1- Pod'akovanie za
from the Last Week 5,8b-12,14a,16; Rom 16:25-27; Lk . Marta s rodinou
11:00am f,5c oo dobrodincov
Mon 22 Bozie pozehnanie pre .
1Sam 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56 Rod. Vargova
O”rGVgsfk'y $1,500 | [8:00am Pavla a Janku g
Sunday's Tue 23 |St.John of Kanty; Mal 3:1-4,23-24; Lk - .
Collection $1,722 8:00am |1:57-66 Lilliane Rances Freida
Weekly Wed 24 _ _ o
(Excess) +$222 8:00 2Sam 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16; Lk 1:67-79 + Enrique Javier Family Javier
Shortfall —-am S— :
Wed 24  |Polnocna sv.omsa; Is 9:1-6; Tit | Za BoZie poZehnanie za Maria
12:00am|2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 rodiCov a sestru s rodinou
Thank You. Vdaka. -GOd Thu 25 The Nativity of the Lord; Is For parishioners Father Juraj
Bless Your Generosity. |g.00am  [62:11-12; Tit 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 P ]
) , Thu 25 [Narodenie Pana; 1z 52:7-10; : :
Movd||tba pr|hov0r‘l:| V’ 11:00am |Hebr 1:1-6; In 1:1-18 Za dobrodincou Father Juraj
nasom kostole kazdu 26
r . ; :8- :54-59; . .
nedelu od 12:30pm do 9:00am fg_?;?;;en’ Act 6:8-10,7:54-59; Mt For intention Joanne
1:30pm. :
Sat 27 Za BoZie pozehnanie a vt
Prayer Ministry every 9:00am St.John; 1Jn1:1-4; Jn 20:13,2-8 sprevadzanie pre Claudiu Rod. Demcakova
Sunday in our church The Hol i
y Family of Jesus, I
Sun 28 For parishioners .
from 12:30pm to 9:00am _|Mary, and Joseph; sir 3:2-6,12- anFZi eamilies Father Juraj
1:30pm. ] 14; Col 3:12-21; Lk 2:22-40
Sun 28 Sv.rodlnY Jezisa, Marie a Za zdravie a B.pozehnanie
11:00am Jozefa; Sir 3:3-7,14-17a; Kol 3:12- re rodinu Fam. Cassty
' 21; Lk 2:22-40 P



http://www.rosemaryheights.com/events/

