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Vstanem, p6jdem k
svojmu otcovi a poviem
mu: Otce zhresil som
proti nebu i voci tebe.

T'will get up and go to
my Father and shall
say to him: Father, I
have sinned against
heaven and against
you.

Slovensky kostol Sv. Cyrila a Metoda
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Parish

4. Postna Nedela.
4th Sunday of Lent.

Skuste a predvedcte sa, aky dobry je Pan.

Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Vetu o priklone Boha k hriesni-
kom ,Tento prijima hrieSnikov a
jedava s nimi."* vnimame rézne. Bud’
sa tesime, ak pozname svoj hriech,
alebo sa pohorsujeme, ak este svoju
hrieSnost’ nepozname.

Je zvlastne, Ze sa Jezis lepSie citi
medzi hriesnikmi ako medzi
»Zboznymi farizejmi®. Ved' farizeji
tvorili akusi naboZensku elitu. Boli to
l'udia peknych modlitieb a kazni, plni
dobrych predsavzati a vedeli aj Cosi
obetovat’ pre ,Boha". Boli to vsak
zaroven l'udia, ktori nechceli pocho-
pit, Ze aj ich Zivot potrebuje
korektiru a spasu z bozej strany, ze
je takisto poznaCeny hriechom.
Spasu chapali ako vysledok a od-
menu za zivot podla zakona.
Farizejstvo je premietnutim
prvotného hriechu do nabozenskej
oblasti. Farizejstvo je ludska snaha
Zit’ svoju ndboznost’ len Ciste z vlast-
nych sil a podla seba a tym padom
len pre seba. NasSa Ciste ludska
snaha konci pri slusnom cloveku,
ktory nerobi to, Co sa nepatri. Ale
vnutorne je rovnako hrieSny ako
hriesnik. Hriech nespociva len v tom,
ze Cosi koname alebo nekoname.
Hriech je v tom, ¢o v sebe mame,
lepSie povedané, ¢o v sebe
nemame. Hriech je v tom, Ze
nemame v srdci Boha. Hriech je v
tom, ¢o sme. Nase zIé bytie, nezasi-
ahnuté Kristom. ZIé sklony, nelisté
myslienky a predstavy st dosledkom
nasho bezbozného bytia. Keby sme
mali v srdci Boha, nepachali by sme
a nemali by sme hriech.

Preto nam vsetkym JeZiS rozprava
podobenstvo, o marnotratnom syn-
ovi, ktoré ukazuje, ako zmysla o
tychto skutocnostiach Boh. V tomto
podobenstve nam JeZi$ zjavuje Boha
ako Spasitel'a. Boh je lekar a hriech
je choroba. Hriesnik je chory Clovek,
strateny pripad. HrieSnikovi netreba
zavidiet' ale pomahat. A Boh chce
pomadct’ Cloveku, ak to Clovek dovoli,
ak Clovek necha Boha konat vo
svojom srdci. Tvorcom ludskej

dokonalosti je sam Boh. A On chce,
aby sme vsetci boli dokonali, ale
musime Mu uverit, Ze bez neho to
nepdjde.

Dokial’ ¢lovek nepozna svoju vlastnu
hrieSnost, nepoznd ani radost z
evanjelia. Zazitok vlastnej hrieSnosti

je cestou, na ktorej pocitime
bezmocnost’ stat’ sa vlastnymi silami
lepsimi.

Oplakavanie vlastnej hriesnosti je
podla duchovnych otcov vyrazom
intenzivnej skusenosti s Bohom. Tak
napr. hovori sv. Izak Syrsky: ,Kto
ten, kto svojou modlitbou vzkriesi
mftveho. Kto hodinu plate a

.....

ako ten, kto videl anjelov. Kto v
samote skrusenostou nasleduje

priazni plnych kostolov."

There are three characters that in
today’s parable Jesus is asking us to
examine. How does each one of
these characters mirror us?

The first is the younger son. The
important thing we need to see is
that when we walk away from God,
we end up in the slop with the pigs.
And we end up in a state of spiritual
poverty... with an unrelieved hunger
in our souls that all of the pleasures
of this world cannot satisfy.

In order to recover and overcome
our sins, we must admit that we
were wrong. This is the hardest
thing to do. Many people simply
cannot admit that they've done
anything wrong. And if they suspect
that they’re wrong, they redefine
what they’ve done and present it in
a way that's not sinful. It's called
denial; all addicted people live in
denial the way pigs live in slop.

In today’s parable this younger son
somehow came to his senses and
began to recognize the truth. It was
then, and only then, that he was

Sources: Bernardin Smid; Charles Irvin

able to come back into touch with
reality and recognize, that he could
trust his father to forgive him, and ,
that he needed to go and openly
admit to his father that he was
wrong and ask for his father’s for-
giveness. This required humility . . .
along with faith, hope, and courage.
It also required that he would have
to overcome his Imperial Self's deni-
al and surrender; he would have
reject his own independence and
accept dependence upon his father’s
love.

Do you realize all of this is required
to make a good confession? Too
many people are looking for cheap
grace, and easy way of tossing off a
superficial “I'm sorry” to God so that
then they can return to their old
ways.

Next, we need to pay attention to
the elder brother, the one whose
righteousness was cold, hard, and
even bitter. Like many of the Phari-
sees who knew Jesus, they resented
the generosity of God’s love as it
was manifested in the life and atti-
tudes of Jesus. They resented his
generosity in forgiving sinners.

But Jesus only forgave those who
were truly penitent, those who gen-
uinely admitted that they needed to
trust God's merciful forgiveness,
those who overcame their independ-
ence, overcame their denial and
then surrendered to God’s love.
Finally, we need to see ourselves in
the attitude and love of the father.
What sort of conditions do we place
on our willingness to forgive others?
So we need to see our selves in the
prodigal son; we need to see our
selves in the elder brother, but most
of all we need to see our selves in
the father. We need to measure the
capacities in our hearts and souls to
be Godlike in our love, compassion,
care and concern in loving others.
The parable, you see, is more about
the father than it is about the prodi-
gal son.
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Bulletin Announcements

*March 6 - 4th Sunday of Lent "The kingdom of Christ is tension towards the definitive victory of Merciful Love, towards the
eschatological fullness of good and grace, of salvation and life. This fullness has its beginning on earth in the cross and the res-
urrection.” - St. John Paul the Great

*The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius The Jesuit Spirituality Apostolate of Vancouver offers the Spiritual Exercises of St.
Ignatius of Loyola in Daily Life retreat for persons who wish to grow spiritually, learn how to discern Christ’s voice more clearly
in life, and serve God with greater love. This program has 2 parts. Part 1 involves a weekly evening lecture/retreat practicum on
Tuesdays (May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31), from 7-9pm and June 7 and an all-day retreat on Saturday, May 7 (venue TBA), with weekly
spiritual direction. Part 1 is a prerequisite for Part 2, the Spiritual Exercises proper, which includes monthly evening lecture
from October-April and weekly spiritual direction. Each part of the retreat requires 1.25 hours of daily prayer and emotional and
psychological maturity. All evening lectures at St. Mark’s Parish and College, Vancouver. Cost: $100 registration fee for Parts 1
& 2 (bursaries available). To request an application, please contact the JSAV coordinator at coordinator@jsav.ca or 778-806-
4378. Applications accepted on first-come, first served basis. Deadline March 31. Space is limited. www.jsav.ca

*The Four Signs: Incredible Possibilities for Your Life and Parish Dr. Allen Hunt serves alongside Matthew Kelly as the
Vice-President of Strategy and Content at the Dynamic Institute and will present at Good Shepherd Church on Saturday, April
30. A nationally known speaker and best-selling author, Dr. Allen will speak on the book entitled “The Four Signs of a Dynamic
Catholic” written by Matthew Kelly. The four signs of a Dynamic Catholic are: Prayer, Study, Generosity and Evangelization. Dr.
Allen will encourage attendees to engage in the ‘Four Signs’. Tickets: $25 each and available at the parish office at 604-531-
5739. This will definitely be a sell-out event, so purchase your tickets early!

*Archdiocesan Jubilee Year of Mercy event: The Hurts We Carry Join us Sunday, April 3, from 1-4 pm at St. Matthew's
Church in Surrey on Divine Mercy Sunday. This Jubilee Year of Mercy event is for all families — children, parents, grandparents.
It's an invitation to experience the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy and to receive God'’s Mercy as you bring your chal-
lenges and struggles before Him. More details to follow. rcav.org/year-of-mercy/

*Adoration - spend a blessed hour with Jesus on Thursdays at our church from 7:15pm - 8:15pm.
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Fund $429 8:00am  [5:16-30; and his parishioners parishioner
Thu 10 Ex 32:7-14; In 5:18,31-47 For bene_:fa_ctors and pa- Fr. Juraj
8:00am rishioners
Thank You. Vd'aka. God
i Fri 11 , , )
Bless Your Generosity. i Wis 2:1a,12-22; Jn 7:1-2,10,25-30 + Eva Szabova Dcéra s rodinou
8:00am
, . Fri 11
Modlitba prihovoru v 7”3 Oom Krizova cesta + svata omsa + Mike Krupa Rodina Krupova
nedel'u v nagom kostole |>P
: : Sat 12
od 12:30pm do 1:30pm. 9?00am Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-53 + Peter Shelling Ed Starick
Prayer Ministry every :
i Sun1 . 1691
Sunday in our church un 13 5t_hSunday of Lent; Is 43:16-21; For parishioners Fr. Juraj
from 12:30pm to 9:00am  |Phil 3:8-14; Jn 8:1-11
1:30pm until notified.
30pm u otified Sun 13 |[5.Pdstna Nedel'a; 1z 43:16-21; + Dugan Mrenica Adrian
11:00am |Flp 3:8-14; Jn 8:1-11



mailto:coordinator@jsav.ca

