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Niekedy si krest'ania pred-
stavuji Nebo ako nieCo na

472 East Bth Avenue spdsob Mohamedanskeho raja,
New Westminster, BC akusi blazenu neviazanost', slo-

bodu bez zakona moznost’
V3L 412 robit’, o sa nam chce. V zasade

to nie je zla tizba: mdct’ robit,
o sa ndm chce. Problém je ale
v tom, Ze po prvotnom hriechu
sa vola doveka naklonila ku zlu
a teda Casto chceme to, ¢o nam
v kone¢nom désledku Skodi ak
tomu, ¢o nam 0soZi sa musime
donut|t Aj nas rozum je zatem-
neny a naSe videnie nie je
spravne. Sv. Augustin to vyjadril
velmi trefne: ,Bozie Slovo (a
teda aj Bozi Zakon) sa ti bude
najprv javit' ako nepriatel’ tvojej
duse, kym nepochopls Ze je
priCinou tvojej Spasy."
BoZi zakon je cestou Spasy. Bol
dany prvym l'ud'om ako ,navod
na pouZitie". Ked kniha Genezis
opisuje pad prarodiéov, spomina
menovite dva stromy: Strom
poznania Dobrg a Zla a Strom
Zivota. Strom Zivota je Zjavené
Bozie Slovo, Bozi zakon. Teda
jest zo stromu poznania Dobra a
Zla mdze znamenat' pohrdnutie
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Zvelebujem ta, Otce,
Pan neba i zeme, Ze si
zjavil malickym
tajomstva BozZieho
kralovstva,

Blessed are you,
Father, Lord of heaven
and earth; you have
revealed to little ones

the mysteries of the BoZim Zakonom, snahu zobrat' si
kinadom Zivot do svoych vlastnych ruk a
g : Zit len podla svojej vlastnej

predstavy, Cisté z vlastnych sil a
pre seba. NieCo podobné, ako
keby ste pri kipe automatickej
pracky povedali obchodnikovi,
Ze nechcete navod na pou2|t|e
UrCite by vam v takom pripade
odmieto|, dat’ aj list na zaruénu
lehotu. Clovek je zloZity systém,
ktory sa sklada z duse i tela a
samotné telo sa sklada z
bilionov buniek. A tento celok
mobze spravne fungovat' len pri
dodrZiavani urcitych zakonov.
Inak sa pokazi a zahynie,
prestane ako Clovek spravne
fungovat. Clovek ostava Clove-
kom, kym zachovéva Bozi za-
kon.

Tento isty zakon bol dany Iz-
raelu ako ndvod na cestu k plnej
slobode z Egyptského otroctva.
Exodus (Ex 20,1-17) nam kladie
pred oéi Desatoro Dekalog, ako

Jeremiah T/

najdoleZitejsi extrakt s Bozieho
Zakona. Slovo ,Dekalog"
mozeme preloZit ako ,desat’
slov". Tychto ,desat’ slov" Boh
Zjavil svojmu narodu na svdtom
vrchu. Naplsal ich ,svojim vlast-
nym prstom" na rozdiel od inych
prikazov, ktoré naplsal MO]ZIS
Desatoro nebolo mienené ako
stradiak na udrzanie moralky.
Pre Izrael znamenalo zavazny
text zmluvy medzi Bohom a jeho
vyvolenym fudom, ktory
vyviedol z otroctva v Egypte. K
lepSiemu  pochopeniu Desatora
je potrebné vidiet' cell textovd
stvislost. BoZie prikazy nie su
len tak l'ubovolne dane, Nie s
dané preto, aby sa ukazalo, Ci
bude Izrael poslusny alebo nie.
Nie su to prikazy, ktorymi nas
chce Boh vyski3at/, a ktoré raz v
blazenej venosti nebudeme
dodrziavat. Desatoro je zakon
spoluzitia s Bohom. Len clovek,
ktory ho zachovava, sa hmoze
tesit’ z BoZej blizkosti. Clovek
ostdva Clovekom, ked za-
chovava Desatoro. Jeho prikazy
sa dotykaju aj med2|l’udskych
vztahov. Maju zaistit, aby tu
vObec zostal ,l'udsky prlestor WV

ktorom by sa mohlo Bozie
prisUbenie realizovat'.

We notice a potentially fruit-
ful tension between the Gospel
and the first reading from Si-
rach. While Jesus makes the
commandments even more de-
manding, Sirach claims that we
can keep the commandments if
only we really want to. Both
readings are very direct and
there’s no missing the message.
One approach to today’s Scrip-
tures would be to take them as
pointers and ideals for Christian
morality. Jesus forbids not
merely murder, as the most
extreme form of disregard for
another person, but also lesser
forms of injuring others. What
unites the three faults he lists
(losing one’s temper, using in-
sulting names and of refusing to
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Blazent su ti, ¢o krac¢aju podla zakona Panovho.
Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!

forgive) is that in each case
another person’s feelings are
trampled underfoot. The im-
portance of forgiveness is
shown by the fact that it comes
before strictly religious duties,
and presumably the same priori-
ty is assigned to the other two
matters. So the point Jesus
makes is that one must respect
not simply people’s right to life
but also their right to dignity
and self-respect.

Then he speaks about sexual
purity, but broadening it out to
purity of intention in general. A
mere legal observance is utterly
insufficient for Jesus. The words
about self mutilation have never
been understood literally by the
Church and are best understood
as a parable to express vividly
the disastrous effects of sin. The
correction he makes of the Old
Law disallows an abuse which
Moses tolerated, namely remar-
riage after divorce. The excep-
tive clause (“except on the
ground of unchastity”) has long
been debated, but its main in-
terpretation in the Catholic
Church is that it refers to a pre-
vious marriage that was prohib-
ited by Jewish laws. The only
divorce permitted is one where
there was no real marriage, and
Jesus was simply reaffirming the
sanctity of the marriage bond,
as in Genesis “the two shall be-
come one flesh” — a loving,
interdependent unity.

The prohibition of oaths has not
been taken as literally by the
Catholic Church as it has by
some other Christians. Jesus
held that oaths should not be
necessary at all, if there is a
general a atmosphere of trust
and truth-telling. In such a soci-
ety reinforcement by oaths
would not be needed. This it is
an atmosphere of openness and
mutual confidence which Jesus
promoted. What he teaches by
his corrections of the Law is a
morality of values held from the
heart.
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Bulletin Announcements

*February 12%" - 6" Sunday in Ordinary Time “Behold, my brother, we have shared the same destiny, ploughing the
same furrow; I now fall in the field at the end of my day. I know that you greatly love your Mountain; but do not for the sake of
the Mountain give up your work of teaching.” (St. Cyril, Monk — on his deathbed — to St. Methodius, Bishop)

*Unfailing In a world of change and uncertainty we need a safe place, an anchor for our soul that never
fails. It is easy to become discouraged and lose heart, which is why we need time and space to let God's word take
deep root within us. Join us for a weekend of encounter with our amazing God who is Unfailing. This women's retreat
is an opportunity to get away from the busyness of life and personally encounter God. There will be opportunities for
prayer and worship, fellowship, workshops,sacraments, music, laughter, rest, to enjoy the beauty of nature and hear
inspiring teaching. Our speakers for this year will be Sr. Miriam James Heidland SOLT, Michelle Benzinger, Debra Her-
beck and Heather Khym. Cost: $265 dorm shared room; $365 private room (limited in number). March 31-April 1 at
RockRidge Canyon, a Conference and Retreat Centre located near Princeton, BC. For more info. or to register, vis-

it rcav.org/unfailing

*Men's Discernment Night Vocations in Progress for men is an opportunity to meet priests, ask questions, and

learn about their life and spirituality. This informal event will include prayer, dinner, and discussion. Join us Wednesday, Feb. 15,
at 7 p.m. at St. Nicholas Parish, Langley. For more info visit vocationsvancouver.ca/events/vip/

*Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius for Men (Silent Retreat) Returning for a second year (4th retreat), the priests of Miles
Christi will be here to offer their signature Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. Two priests will work directly with retreatants in this
silent retreat for men. Join us March 24-26 at Westminster Abbey, Mission. Cost is $210. More info. vis-

it www.stannsabbotsford.ca/2016/12/silent-ignatian-retreats/4509

*Skupinka dobrovolnikov pri farnosti sv. Cyrila a Metoda v New Westminsteri vas srde€ne pozyva na Fasiangovu
zabavu pod Oravskym zamkom, ktora bude 25.februéara 2017 vo farskej hale o 6:30pm. Cena $25. Listky predava
Anka Stvtecka: 604 941-0280 (Zivd hudba, histor.video, segedinsky gulds, Sisky, tombola...)

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time; i .
Sunday’s Collection g'lé)?)alnf Sir 15:16-20; 1Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17- | O pa”sg'f‘;zgfsand ben Fr. Juraj
from the Last Week : 37
Suni12 :;E:dsﬁlz-‘;fggrff;?; (1)0I?-Mt Za zdravie pre mamu a Rodina Machulova
Our Weekly 11:00am | -1 Bttt il posilu pre opatrovatel'ov
Goal $1,500 5:17-37
Mon 13 |Family Day; Gn 4:1-15. 25; Mk 8;11- |Pod'akovanie za dobrodin- . wil o x
Sunday's 51,066 9:00am |13 cov Rodina Demcakova
Collection /
Tue 14 St. Cyril and St. Methodius; Gn 6:5-8, | Zdravie a uspesnu rekon- Fr. Jurai
BC Catholic $189 8:00am  |7:1-5,10; Mk 8;14-21 valescenciu pre Frantiska ' )
Tue 14 |Sv. Cyril a Sv. Metod; 1z 52:7-10; | Pod‘akovanie a poz. za Mirka
7:30pm |Mk 16:15-20 rodinu Janekovu
Thank You. Vd'aka. God
Bless Your Generosity.
ur rosity V\{ed 15 Gn 8:6-13,20-22; Mk 8;22-26 + Ethan Denum Javier family
8:00am
THURSDAY
ADORATION T'hu 16 Gn 9:1-13; Mk 8;27-33 Za Boziu pomoc pre Pavla Mrs. Sentivani
8:00am
Spend a blessed hour
with Jesus on Thurs- Fri 17 The Seven Holy Founders of the Ser-
days at our church from 8:00am |Vite Order; Gn 11:1-9; Mk 8;34-38- Blessing for family Palko Bertha
7:15pm - 8:15pm. ) 9:1
PRAYER MINISTRY ga(t)018 Heb 11:1-7; Mk 9:2-13 + Xetonll;agpé)léklfVé Rodina BIII’I‘C])§O\I/a, a Balu-
in our church will be -dlam nedozitych 90 rokov chova
the following dates: ) ) .
February 19, 2017 Sun 19 th?gsflgcll%z;n lggrd;'_‘la(;_'g;me' For parishioners and ben- Fr. Jurai
from 12:30pm to 9:00am  |c.3g7a8 " ! : ! efactors . )
1:30pm
March 5, 2017 from sun19 |7 Nedel’a v Cezroénom Ob-
12:30pm to 1:30pm ) dobi; Lv 19:1-2,17-18; 1Kor 3:16- + Vincent Rechner ManZelka s rodinou
11:00am 1, vt 5:38-48
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