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The History of Christmas

The story of Christmas is captured in the nativ-
ity scene displays you see during the Christmas
season. More than 2,000 years ago, Jesus’
mother, Mary, and her husband, Joseph, trav-
eled to Bethlehem and needed a place to stay
for the night. There was no room for them at
the inn, so they stayed in a stable nearby. Jesus
was born there, and Mary placed him in
a manger.

The Gospel tells us that angels shared
the Good News of Jesus’ birth with
shepherds who were watching their
flocks that night. The shepherds hurried
to the stable to see Jesus. Later, a group
of wise men, or magi, were led by a star
to Jesus. They offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

During the Christmas season we can all
take some time to reflect on the birth of Jesus
and the great love God showed us by sending
his son to earth. We can follow the example of
the magi and shepherds by welcoming Jesus
into our lives.

Where Did the Christmas Tree Come
From?

For thousands of years, the evergreen tree has
been a sign of hope and life. For ancient peo-
ple, it was a reminder in the winter that sun-
light and good weather would come again. For
Christians, it's a reminder that Jesus came to
bring us the hope of eternal life.

While sixteenth century Germans are said to be
the first people to bring Christmas trees into
their homes, St. Boniface, an
eighth century Catholic mis-
sionary to the Germans, is
credited with creating the first
Christmas tree. This happened
one Christmas Eve when he
chopped down a large oak tree
that the Germans used for pa-
gan worship. He pointed to a
nearby evergreen tree, saying
that it represented peace and eternal life. He
told the crowd of Germans to gather around
evergreen trees in their homes in a spirit of
kindness and love, to commemorate the child
Jesus.

In the early 1800s, German settlers brought the
Christmas tree tradition to Pennsylvania. The
rest of America adopted the tradition in 1846,

and slowly but surely the Christmas tree
gained popularity. Now, Christmas trees
are seen in homes and on display all over
the world. Their beauty and light remind us
of the hope we have in Jesus.

Why Do We Decorate with Lights?
Candles and lights are prevalent at Christ-
mas time. Glowing warmly at the
darkest time of year, they symbolize
the light of Jesus shining through
the darkness of sin and death.
Today’s strings of electric Christ-
mas lights evolved from candles.
It’s not clear when candles first
became a Christmas tradition, but
one historical record mentions that a
large candle was used in the Middle
Ages as a symbol of the star of
Bethlehem.

During the 1500s, Christians began using
candles to decorate their Christmas trees.
The flickering glow of the small flames
amid the evergreen branches created a
beautiful image of hope, but it was a fire
hazard. In 1882, Thomas Edison’s friend
Edward H. Johnson created the first string
of electric Christmas lights, making it much
safer for people to light their trees.

Why Do We Exchange Gifts?

When Jesus was born, there were wise
men, or magi, who came from distant lands
to worship him. They offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. One reason
we give gifts at Christmas-
time is to follow the exam-
ple of the magi.

Giving gifts is also a way to
remember how, on that first
Christmas night in a stable
in Bethlehem, God gave us
the greatest gift of all—his
only son, who would die
for our sins about three
decades later. When we
give gifts at Christmas, it is a wonderful
opportunity to give of ourselves, imitating
God’s amazing generosity and showing his
love to others.

https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent
-ever/about-christmas
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4.adventna nedel'a a Vianoce - Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas

Kto by si s laskou nespomenul na obdobie
detstva, obdobie bezstarostnych hier a $tastnych
chvil. Kazdoroéne deti s tizbou ocakavaji
prichod Vianoc, pretoze vtedy prichadza aj
JeziSko a prindSa darceky. Mamka sa zvita v
kuchyni, otec chysta viano¢ny stroméek a deti s
napatim ocakavaji, kedy pride t4 vytizena
chvila.  Obdobie  Vianoc patri  medzi
najradostnejSie sviatky roka. Predchadza mu
adventné obdobie, ktoré trva 4 tyzdne. Toto
obdobie je obdobim stiSenia a pripravou vnutra
JeziSom v betlehemskych jasliach. V kostole i
nasich domovoch su pripravené adventné vence,
na ktorych su 4 sviece, ktoré s postupujucimi
tyzdnami prinasaji svetlo a symbolizuju tak
prichod Svetla sveta. Vol'akedy byvalo zvykom,
7ze sa v Case adventu nekonali zdbavy ani
svadby, aby sa tym dalo viac vyniknut' tichu,
ktoré symbolicky vytvara oCakavanie. Gazdinky
poriadne vydrhli dom, robilo sa velké
upratovanie, vSetko sa muselo blyskat’ ¢istotou.
Popritom si blizki navzajom pripravovali malé
prekvapenia pod vianoény stromcek a snazili sa
asponi symbolicky urobit’ tomu druhému radost,
obdarovat’ ho. Dnes je trendom, ze deti piSu
Jeziskovi list a rodiCia sa snazia, aby Jezisko
kazdy rok naozaj priSiel. Po uplynuti 4
tyzdilového obdobia prichadzaju Vianoce. Caro
tychto sviatkov je v tom, Ze je rodina spolu, ze
sa nachvilu vSetko zastavi a ¢lovek dokaze
vnimat’ aj to, na ¢o nema bezne Cas. v tomto case
su si ludia akysi blizsi a dokazu nacriet’ hlbsie
do vrecka a podelit sa aj s tymi menej
$tastnymi. U nas doma sme na Stedry den
vstavali uz skoro na svitani, pred vychodom

slnka a nasadli do auta. “A ja vam vinSujem
Sicko dobre, co od Pana Boha pozadace, $cesce,
zdrave, hojné Bozské pozehnane, zeby vas tak
Pan Boh pozehnal, jak z neba svata rosa leci.
Pochvaleny buc Jezi§ Kristus!” Takto znel nas
vin$ a nim sme prebudzali starych rodicov, ktori
byvali na dedine. Cely Stedry deil sa niesol v
znameni priprav slavnostnej vecere, na ktorej
boli pritomni vSetci a ked’ sa zdalo, Ze by niekto
mal ostat’ sam, tak sa prent vzdy naslo miesto pri
StedroveCernom stole. Po uvodnej modlitbe,
precitani Svidtého Pisma sa zacala spoloc¢na
vecera, ktora spocivala v niekol’kych chodoch.
Ako deti sme ale ocakavali, kedy nastane chvila
vybal'ovania dar¢ekov, a tak najmlad$i z nas
vzdy isiel pod stromcek a priniesol dar. Radosti
nebolo konca kraja! Potom prisla na rad
rozpravka Tri oriesky pre Popolusku, alebo
nejakd ind slovenska klasika a pomaly sme sa
chystali na Polno¢nti omsu. Ach, aké krasne su
tie viano¢né spomienky... Dodnes pocujem
vrzgot snehu pod ¢izmami, hortci dych v
mrazivej noci a vnimam to kriCiace ticho
navokol. Vidim malinké svetielka v oknach
domov a zababuSenych [l'udi nahliacich sa
oslavit' narodenie nasho Krala. V uSiach mi
znie mohutny zvuk organa a jasavy spev. V tej
tichej presviétej noci sa zrodila Néadej pre svet.
V pokore a chudobe prichadza Ten, ktory chce
priniest’ Vianoce do srdca kazdého z nas. Snima
smutok a bolest’ a dava zmysel kazdému krizu.
Nech st aj VaSe tohtoroné Vianoce Stastné,
nech v nich najdete hlbku tajomstva
betlehemskej noci a nech aj po ich skonceni
Vianoce vo Vas zotrvaju. Vianoce su, ked
nemas v srdci hriech! Maria Eskut
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Kalendar/Calendar

Ne/Sun 23-Dec 11:00am Oms3a/Mass

Po/Mon 24-Dec 8:00am  Omsa/Mass
11:30pm Koledy/Christmas Carols

Ut/Tue 25-Dec 12:00am Polno¢nd/Middnight
11:00am Omsa/Mass

St/Wed 26-Dec 11:00am Oms$a/Mass

St/Thu  27-Dec 8:00am  Omsa/Mass

Pi/Fri 28-Dec 7:30pm  Omsa/Mass

So/Sat  29-Dec 9:00am  Oms$a/Mass
5:30pm  Omsa/Mass

Ne/Sun 30-Dec 11:00am Omsa/Mass

Po/Mon 31-Dec 5:00pm  Omsa/Mass

Ut/Tue 01-Jan 11:00am Omsa/Mass

St/Wed 02-Jan 8:00am  Oms$a/Mass

St/Thu  03-Jan 7:00pm  RuZenec/Rosary
7:30pm  Omsa/Mass

Pi/Fri 04-Jan 8:00am  Omsa/Mass
6:30pm  Adoréacia / Adoration
7:30pm  Omsa/Mass

So/Sat  05-Jan 9:00am  Omsa/Mass
5:30pm  Omsa/Mass

Ne/Sun 06-Jan 11:00am Omsa/Mass

Po/Mon 07-Jan 7:00am  Oms3a/Mass
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Slovak  +Jozef a Méria
English  +Maria a Michal
Slovak

Slovak  SVD

Slovak  +RuZenka
Slovak  Na umysel
English  +Michal a Jan
Slovak  +Jan

English

Slovak  +Peter
Slovak  BP pre rodinu
Slovak  Vdaka za BP
Slovak

English

Slovak

Slovak

English  SVD

Slovak

English

Slovak

Slovak  BP pre Helenu

English

Modlitbovy kutik - Prayer corner
Modlime sa za nasich chorych, starych alebo nadznych
terajsSich alebo byvalych spolufarikov:

Mrs. Ferencik, Maria Kikta, Mrs Masura, Mr. Mikita,
Anka Verme§

Poslite ndm mena tych chorych a starych farnikov v nasej farnosti a
tych, ktori potrebuju nagu modlitbovua, duchovnu, telesnti alebo
finanént pomoc. Do you know of a sick parishioner or a parishion-
er in need of prayers? Please send us their name.
mrecicarova@gmail.com, alebo jozef.starosta@gmail.com

12 hodiny pred kazdou
moznost’

sv.om§ou je
sviatosti zmierenia

172 hour before every holy
mass is opportunity of
sacrament of reconciliation

Sunday, December 23, 12:30 pm

Babkové divadlo ,,Pod Oravskym zamkom*
uvedie v hale rozpravku ,,Medovnikovy domcek*.
Dobrovol'né vstupné. Pripravujeme tiez ,,potluck®
pre deti. Rodicia, ktori mdzete prispiet’ pripravou

obcerstvenia, prihlaste sa u Mirky Plavékovej

vlapla@shaw.ca

Sunday, December 30, 12:30
Aj tento rok pripravujeme
Jaslickova PoboZnost’.
Prosime kontaktujte Zuzku a
Martina Lavrikovych

lavrikmartin@shaw.ca

"Children's Nativity Play"
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Prvé Vianoce v Kanade

Ako ten Cas rychlo leti. Uz som skoro rok v
Kanade a veru sa mi zda ako by to bolo len
pred niekolkymi tyzdnami. No, mdj hruby
zapisnik a kalendar ma presviedCaji, ze na
Vianoce bude tomu uz 52 tyznov, ¢o som po
trojroénom pobyte opustil utecenecky lager v
Nemecku. Hlavou mi leti film
novych  zazitkov,  celkom
odlisnych od tych lagrovych. Na
krasnej lodi zacal novy Zzivot.
Anglicky eSte neviem, a preto
mi je vSetko cudné. Oslovenie
,How-do-you-do“ a odpoved
,,How-do-you-do* pocliivam S
staile dookola a toto divné [
zdvorilostné havkanie*“ sa mi
zacCina pacit’. Poslali ma do St.
Catharines kde som mal travit
svoje prvé Vianoce v Kanade.
Bal som sa a aj som sa hambil. |
Bolo to kvoli tej anglictine. Asi |
tri razy som obisiel faru a nie a &
nie vojst dnu. Naraz vySlo z
fary dievéa a zavolalo na mia.
Ni¢ som nerozumel. Zacalo
kyvat rukami. Nedalo sa ni¢ |
robit, iba vojst. Asi som & A
vyzeral ako kopka nestastia

lebo monsignore sa len usmieval. Ruky ma
boleli od mdjho prvého ,;rozhovoru“. Ale ked’
som prisiel k tamoj$im Slovakom, citil som sa
ako doma a bol som $tastny.

V St. Catharines to dobre zacalo, no horsie to
skoncilo vo Wellande. Fr. Dan¢o ma naudil
zopar anglickych zvratov, ktoré sa Ccasto
pouzivaju. Cestou autobusom som si ich stale
opakoval. Tentoraz som hrdo vkro¢il do fary.
Pekne som ,zahavkal“ a wusadil sa v
,Cesterfilde”. Rozhovor sa =zacal. Ni¢ som
nerozumel, ale hovoril som nebojacne: ,,Yes,
father”, ,,maybe®, ,,of course®, ,,I guess so...“,
I don‘t care...“ Ked'ze som posledny zvrat
pouzil na nespravnom mieste, prezradil som sa,
ze som eSte len obycajny ,,grinhorn“. Horel
som od hamby ako fakla.

Tu som musel eSte zazit’ aj to, Ze sa nemdzem
lahko dohovorit ani so Slovakmi, ktori si
myslia, Ze hovoria slovensky. Ako som otvaral
o¢i a usta, ked’ som v jednej slovenskej rodine
dostal takéto privitanie: ,,Fader, chod'te na

abstérs a napravo od Stepsov v rime zricte
kota, ochabte tam sutkejs a pridte do
livingraimu. Ja vam prichystam saper. Co
viacej lajkujete, dzas alebo supu? Chcete bif
alebo turka? Picesy, kejk a kavu?* Stal som
pred slovenskou tetkou ako skamenela
Loétova zena. ,,Otcu mater
fader, nefilujete dobre? —
opytala sa ma s prekvapenou
tvarou. Ach Boze, ako som sa
citil. Najprv. ma  kdesi
§ posielaju, kde mam Cosi
8 zricat, potom som mal Cosi
docinenia s Turkom a ked’ze
som sa neponadhlal, eSte mi aj
nahresili... VSetko sa Casom
| vysvetlilo a po ,,saperi® sme z
e Cesterfildu vacovali
televizn“ a ja som ,lajkoval
$ov, haky, fajt“ a ostatné
veci... V kostole sa vSak
ozyval nddherny slovensky
spev, ktory ma presvedcil, ze
slovencina je najkrajSia re¢ na
s svete. Veru je, len vadm nie je
ni¢ platnd, ked cestujete
kanadskym vlakom. Ked’ som
mal vystapit' vo Svastike,
pomylil som si ju so Salamastikou
a spolucestujuci ¢ernoch, ked” som sa ho
pytal, iba vyvalil o¢i, Ze ma skoro uriekol a
ukézal mi vSetkych 32 zubov, ked” sa smial
ako Mefisto. Prebral som sa z toho az medzi
rodakmi z Dobsinej, kde som bol aj v
,»,majne na zlato a to az 4,500 ,,fitov* pod
zemou.
V Sudbury som nemohol pochopit’, ako sa
tam pri pohrebe mézu modlit: ,,Nech mu je
zem l'ahka®, ked’ tam maju iba samé kamene.
Po prvej misionarskej kazni mi zase Zeny
povedali, ze sa im ani neoplatilo ,tiket na
basa“ kupovat’. Kto to kedy vraj videl, Ze by
misionar iba pol hodinu kédzal. Dobra misijna
kazen ma vraj trvat’ aspon hodinu. 5
Spomienky moje st naozaj krasne a milé. Co
sa mi najviac pacilo bola skutocnost, ze
cudzi pani farari sa pekne zmienovali o
Slovakoch ako o dobrych a pracovitych
Tud’och.

Zo spomienok Rev. Viliama Lacku SJ

Pondelok, December 31, 6 pm
Rodinna Silvestrovska zabava iba pre tych, ktori sa prihlasili u Marii ESkut.
Pocet icastnikov je obmedzeny kapacitou haly, ktora je uz takmer vycerpana.
Viac informacii: Maria Eskuat 604-440-7130
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