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Svity Norbert zo Xantenu, biskup, zakladatel’ rehole premonstratov - 6. jun

Svaty Norbert sa narodil zrejme v Xantene v ked’Ze poznali jeho predosly sposob zivota. Norb-

Porynii v zdmoznej rodine okolo roku 1082. V ert dal jasni odpoved: vsetko, ¢o mal, dal

mladosti Zzil svetsky a v ra- chudobnym a Siel k papezovi,
dovankach. Raz bol vonku aby dostal povolenie kazat. Pov-
jazdit na koni. Pritom ho olenie dostal a stal sa potulnym
zastihla barka. Kon sa splasil,
zhodil Norberta na zem. Tak-

mer hodinu sa ani nepohol,

kazatelom. Chodil aj s dvoma
' spolo¢nikmi po Eurépe. Chodil

_\ bosy, a to aj uprostred zimy po

2N o
dokonca ani dazd’ ani buraca- < ti:ﬁ snehu a l'ade. Bola to radikalna

juce hromy ho neprebrali. Ked 2 o {?:'::-\(':{‘afreakcia na svoj predosly styl
precitol, jeho prvé slova boli: § : / _: —"’ Zivota. Jeho dvaja spoloénici to

,Pane, ¢o chces, aby som uro-| nevydrzali a mna néasledky

bil?“ Boli to podobné slova, aké r tvrdych podmienok zomreli.

Norbert si vSak ziskal respekt aj
medzi knazmi, ktori predtym

~ nim opovrhovali.

povedal sv. Pavol pri svojom _

pade z kona. Odpoved pOéul FATINE
Norbert vo
sZanechaj zlo a rob dobro.

svojom  srdci:

Biskup v Laone chcel, aby mu
IFie w2 |

Hladaj a Sir pokoj.“ Norbert pomohol reformovat

Hned sa vratil do svojho rodiska, aby sa venoval
modlitbe a pokaniu. V r. 1115 bol vysviteny za

knaza. Niektori ho zacali ohovarat a osocovat,

kanonikov v diecéze, ale ti ho neprijali, pretoze
bol podla nich prili§ prisny. Biskup sa vsSak

nechcel vzdat svojej myslienky ani Norberta, pre-


http://www.zivotopisysvatych.sk/norbert/
http://www.zivotopisysvatych.sk/zoznam-podla-datumu/jun/
http://www.zivotopisysvatych.sk/pavol-apostol/

Slovensky kostol sv. Cyrila a Metoda May 31, 2020

to mu pontkol Gzemie, na ktorom by mohol zalozif vlastnii komunitu. V osamelom tdoli Prémontré zacal
Norbert Zit spolu s trinastimi kanonikmi, ktori jeho pravidla prijali. Do tdolia zacalo pradit mnoho l'udji,
pritahovali ich reformy a chceli Zit tym istym spésobom. Takto postupne vzniklo osem opatstiev a dva
Zenské klastory. Podla tdolia dostali aj meno — premonstrati. V Norbertovej komunite mame prva
zmienku o vzniku tretieho radu — teda laikov, ktori ziju klaStorna charizmu vo svete.

Na konci zivota bol Norbert menovany za arcibiskupa, ale coskoro na to zomrel — 6. jina 1134 vo veku
asi 53 rokov. Pochovali ho v klastornom kostole v Magdeburgu. V roku 1627 preniesli jeho pozostatky do
premonstratskeho opatstva na Strahove v Prahe, aby ich ochranili pred désledkami tridsatrocnej vojny,
ktora vtedy ztrila. Cast z jeho pozostatkov sa uctieva aj v Xantene. Za svitého bol vyhlaseny papezom

Gregorom XV. v roku 1621.

http://www.zivotopisysvatych.sk/norbert/

Sv.omse a modlitby - Holy masses and prayers

Ne/Sun 31-May 9:00am Omsa/Mass  |For parishioners £% | EN
Nedela Zoslania Ducha Sv.
11:00am Omsa/Mass Za zdravie a BoZie poZehnanie pre Mdriu g}ﬂ SK
Zeliskovu (dcéra)
Ut/Tue 02-Jun 8:00am NO MASS
Oméa/Mass Za ;drgvvlli a l?ome poZehnanie pre rodinu o | sk
St/Wed 03-Jun 7:00pm Andrejcakovu Cx
Adordacia Verejna Adordcia (do 8pm) o0
(-~
St/Thu 04-Jun 8:00am Omsa/Mass Lourdes Adrias and family - God's blessing 20 EN
-
7:00pm Adoriacia 1. piatok v mesiaci - moZnost sv. spovede 0O
Pi/Fri 05-Jun -~
7:30pm Omsa/Mass + Zuzka oo | SK
39
Sob/Sat 06-Jun 6:30pm Omsa/Mass + Alojz a Méria Vicen (Eva a Jozef) - SK
Registration requjred ' LN
Ne/Sun 07-Jun 9:00am Omsa/Mass For God's help for Arend Fernandez 00 | EN
(Eleanore) (K
11:00am Omsa/Mass NajsvatejsSej Trojice + Michal (Marta) @ SK

Sv. Omse, alebo
poboznosti, oznacené
tymito symbolmi, mézete

Masses with these
icons can be
watched or listened

Umysly sv. om$i mozete
prihlasit u otca Pavla
telefonicky, emailom,

zapisat' v predsieni kostola

Mass intentions can be
arranged with Father
Pavol by phone, email,

sledovat alebo pocuvat = o, S ion-un i i
o to online: pri sukromnej navsteve 51gnl up in the vesti
kostola alebo osobne. bule or in person.
o]0}
2%

cyrilmetod.ca/video-zo-sv-omse

604-526-7351 cell:604-721-7351 cyrilmetod50@gmail.com



cyrilmetod.ca/video-zo-sv-omse
http://www.zivotopisysvatych.sk/norbert/
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Modlitbovy kutik - modlime sa za naSich chorych,

starych alebo nudznych terajSich alebo byvalych

spolufarnikov, ako aj starSich slovenskych emigrantov a

ich potomkov:

Mrs. Ferencik, Maria Kikta, Mrs Masura, Mr. Mikita, Marta a Laci Astrab, Stefan Behan,
Rudy Maros, Rudy Wolf, Emilia a Milan Chovanec, Johan Cyprich and his family

Prayer corner — let us pray for our
parishioners and brothers and sisters who are
sick, elderly or in other need:

Svoje tyzdenné prispevky do
nedelnych zbierok mézete stale odovzdat on-
line na rcav.org/sunday-offering/

Viac podrobnosti o tyzdennych zbierkach
mozete najst na cyrilmetod.ca/2020/03/21/
online-offertory-policy-and-procedures/

You can still make your weekly donations online:
rcav.org/sunday-offering/

More details can be found:
cyrilmetod.ca/2020/03/21/online-offertory-policy-and-

procedures/

Na zaklade nasej ziadosti nam otec arcibiskup Michael Miller udelil vynimku na vys-
luhovanie sviatosti birmovania za predpokladu dodrzania uréenych hygienickych opatreni.

Sviatost’ birmovania bude vysluzena
v nedelu 7. juna 2020 pri sv. omsSi o 11:00 hod.

Delegovany p. arcibiskupom na vysluhovanie tejto sviatosti bude pan farar Pavol.

Na tuto sv. omSu sa nebude mozné registrovat’. Zucastnit’ sa jej budu méct’ len bir-
movanci, birmovni rodi€ia, najblizSia rodina birmovancov a asistencia. Miesta budu
presne urcené.

VsSetky podrobné informacie ohladom birmovky ako aj sviatosti zmierenia, nacviku, i zapisu na bir-
movku, dostanu vsetci rodi€ia birmovancov v priebehu tyZzdina mailom. Prosime ich, aby si rezervo-
} vali v sobotu ¢as na vybavenie tychto nalezitosti.
Dakujeme za pochopenie a prosime o modlitbu za birmovancov a za ich rodiny.

Maximalny pocet pritomnych na sv.omsiach zostava
50 'udi a mame on-line registraciu pre kazdua
vikendovu sv. oms§u (pozri www.tri-prayer.org).
“Walk-in” nebudd mat’ pristup na sv.omsu.

Biskupsky urad vydal smernice, a tie moZete najst’ na
rcav.org/coronavirus/. Tieto smernice s zavézne pre
nasu komunitu sv. Cyrila a Metoda.

Tu su niektoré vSeobecné smernice vybraté zo
smernic biskupského turadu, ktoré MUSIA byt
dodrzané.

1.5 Spolocenské zhromazd’'ovanie pred alebo po sv. omsi
(kava, zakusky) by sa nemali konat’ v tejto faze
uvolnenia.

Attendance is still limited to 50 people and there is an
online registration system for every weekend Mass (see
www.tri-prayer.org). No walk-ins allowed.

The guidelines from the Bishop Office can be found at
rcav.org/coronavirus/ . These rules are binding to our Sts.
Cyril and Methodius community.

Here are some of the general rules taken from the new
Bishop office guidelines, that HAVE TO be folloowed:

L.5. Social gatherings before or after Mass (including coffee
and donuts) should not take place at this phase of
reopening.



https://slovozbritskejkolumbie.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87e1b46f67d1673020e899a7a&id=9f38760e2d&e=4d83dcbe07
https://slovozbritskejkolumbie.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87e1b46f67d1673020e899a7a&id=f9bd3ffb1b&e=4d83dcbe07
https://slovozbritskejkolumbie.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87e1b46f67d1673020e899a7a&id=f9bd3ffb1b&e=4d83dcbe07
https://slovozbritskejkolumbie.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87e1b46f67d1673020e899a7a&id=9f38760e2d&e=4d83dcbe07
https://slovozbritskejkolumbie.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87e1b46f67d1673020e899a7a&id=f9bd3ffb1b&e=4d83dcbe07
https://slovozbritskejkolumbie.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87e1b46f67d1673020e899a7a&id=f9bd3ffb1b&e=4d83dcbe07
https://u15531712.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0ClLJsRIYV5dxEmeXRhlaBcR3D0um8n7lNMgGWEcLoHQK5vczW8ZjQWHZT8C-2BTvowr5f_fLCSyZ8C8qceBnd9aOP6qexqxV8sX0-2B-2B3D-2FgPJScSQ-2BP6utctlUJmCKzX-2F8tvm5SRFZDSpCOQGzBd73zeROJPzTIWce50aW9tukI7DVG-2BcuvAlw6EaUpD6BceyQZpx5lv
https://u15531712.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0ClLJsRIYV5dxEmeXRhlaBcR3D0um8n7lNMgGWEcLoHQK5vczW8ZjQWHZT8C-2BTvowr5f_fLCSyZ8C8qceBnd9aOP6qexqxV8sX0-2B-2B3D-2FgPJScSQ-2BP6utctlUJmCKzX-2F8tvm5SRFZDSpCOQGzBd73zeROJPzTIWce50aW9tukI7DVG-2BcuvAlw6EaUpD6BceyQZpx5lv
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1.6 Veriaci Vancouverskej Arcidiecézy su ospravedlnent,
ak sa osobne nezucastnia nedel’nej sv.omse.

1.7 Vsetci, ktori sa zii¢astnia sv.omsSe to robia na svoje
vlastné riziko.

Nasledovné kategérie P'udi NESMU prist’ na sv. om3u:
chori l'udia (Covid19), l'udia zijuci s chorymi 'ud’mi,
l'udia vracajuci sa zo zahranicia.

Naledovnym kategoriam l'udi sa nedoporucuje prist’ na
sv.om$u: ludia, zijuci s l'ud’mi, ktori maji problémy s
hornymi dychacimi cestami alebo s priznakmi podobnymi
chripke, Specialne starsi I'udia, ktori maju iné vaznejsie
ochorenia.

[.12 Maximalny pocet pritomnych na sv.omsi je 50. V
tom je zapocitany kiiaz, miniStranti, lektori, hudobnici,
technicki pracovnici, skratka kazdy, kto je pritomny
na sv.omsi.

11.3 Farnici sa budu pravidelne zapisovat’, ak chcu prist’ na
uréita sv.omsu v ur¢itom case.

I1.4 V databaze sa budu viest’ zaznamy s kontaktnou
informaciou tych, ktori budu pritoni pri sv.omsi pre
pripad, ak niekto ochorie na Covid 19, aby zdravotnic-
ki pracovnici mohli kontaktovat’ v§etkych, ktori by
mohli byt’ vystaveni nebezpecenstvu nakazy.

I.11 “Ushers” a “greeters” su prvi, ktori sa stretaji s
prichadzajucimi farnikmi. Musia nosit’ masku, a mat’
vizitku alebo int identifikaciu, aby ich veriaci poznali a
stale mali moznost’ udrzat’ bezpe¢nu vzdialenost’. Musia
mat’ képiu zoznamu prihlasenych, aby zabezpe¢ili, Ze
ti, ktori prichadzaji na sv.omsu sa zaregistrovali a Ze
ich kontaktna informacia je znama. Ushers” a
“greeters” by mali pontiknut’ dezinfekény prostriedok na
ruky prichodiacich.

I1.12 Okrem ¢lenov tej istej domacnosti (nie tej istej
rodiny), musia vSetci pritomni dodrziavat’ predpisanu fyz-
icka vzdialenost’ vSade na pozemku farského kostola (v
kostole, na schodoch, na parkovisku, atd’.). To znamena,
Ze blizky kontakt s tymi, ktori nie su z tej istej domacnos-
ti, NESMIE BYT menej ako 2m.

I1.22 Ak uz je v kostole 50 Pudi, nikto iny nemoze
vstipit’ do kostola. Dudia, ktori jednoducho pridu na
sv.omsu (bez registrovania/prihlasenie), nemozu
vstupit’ do kostola. ...

Vsetky pravidla (a je ich 47) méZete najst’ na rcav.org/
coronavirus/ .

1.6. All the faithful in the Archdiocese of Vancouver
remain dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday
Mass.

1.7. All those attending Mass do so at their own risk.

These people MUST NOT attend the holy mass
(paraphrased): sick people (Covid19), people living with
sich people, people returning from travelling outside
Canada.

These people are engougared NOT to attend the Holy
Mass: people who live with someone with upper
respiratory or flu-like symptoms, people, especially the
elderly, with underlying or comprised medical
conditions.

[.12. The maximum number of 50 currently permitted
includes the priest, liturgical ministers, musicians,
livestream videographers and anyone else present
during Mass.

I1.3 Parishioners will sign up to attend a specific Mass at
a specific time on a regular basis

I1.4 A database record of the contact information of
those who attend each Mass should be retained so
that, in the case of an individual who tests positive for
COVID-19, the parish will be able to assist public
health officials with tracing by contacting everyone
who may have been exposed.

I.11 Ushers and greeters are the first point of contact for
arriving parishioners. They need to be masked, identi-
fied by badges or other means, and able to interact with
the faithful while still maintaining physical distancing.
They should have to have a copy of a “check list” or
other way of confirming that those arriving have
signed up and that their contact information is availa-
ble. Usher/greeters should offer hand-sanitizer (Spraying
or squirting the disinfectant into people’s hands).

I1.12 Except for members of the same household (not
the same family), physical distancing is to be observed
everywhere on the church property (in the church, on the
steps, in the parking lot, etc.); that is, close contact with
those outside one’s household MUST NOT BE within
two metres of another person.

I1.22 Once the maximum of 50 persons in the church
is reached, no one else may enter. People who simply
show up for Mass must be turned away at the en-
trance. ...

All 47 rules can be found at rcav.org/coronavirus/



https://u15531712.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0ClLJsRIYV5dxEmeXRhlaBcR3D0um8n7lNMgGWEcLoHQK5vczW8ZjQWHZT8C-2BTvowr5f_fLCSyZ8C8qceBnd9aOP6qexqxV8sX0-2B-2B3D-2FgPJScSQ-2BP6utctlUJmCKzX-2F8tvm5SRFZDSpCOQGzBd73zeROJPzTIWce50aW9tukI7DVG-2BcuvAlw6EaUpD6BceyQZpx5lv
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Pre registraciu pre ucast na sobotnych a
nedelnych sv. omsSiach pouZite tento odkaz
www.tri-prayer.org.

Bez registracie
nie je mozny vstup do kostola.

Na to, aby ste sa mohli zaregistrovat, budete
potrebovat’ ,pristupovy kod“ (access code). Ak
ho eSte neviete, kliknite na odkaz, ktorym
poziadate o ,pristupovy kod".
Neuvadzame ho tu z hladiska bezpecnosti.

Neregistrujte sa, ak celkovy pocet
zaregistrovanych je uz 50.

For sign up (for registration) for the holy
masses on Saturdays and Sundays,
use this link
www.tri-prayer.org.

Without registration
access to the church is not allowed.

To register you will need an access code. If you
do not know it, yet, click the link to ask for the
access code, The access code is not published
here for security reasons.

Do not register, if overall number of registerd
person is 50.

Na strankach Vancouverskej Arcidiecézy je informacia, ze
vo farnosti sv. Cyrila a Metoda v New Westminsteri
otca Pavla Geru vymeni v buducnosti otec Jan Kunes.
Kedy? Datum nie je zatial znamy.

Come Holy Spiﬁt |
v

Come Holy Spirit,
fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your love,
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.
And You shall renew the face of the earth,

God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit,
- did instruct the hearts of the fai

Archdiocese
of Vancouver

Project Advance has some key changes
this year. Archdiocesan funding priorities
from this year’s Appeal will be directed to a
newly established Crisis Response Fund, to
help vulnerable individuals and families dur-
ing this time of pandemic, alongside other
ministries of evangelization and outreach.

The Archdiocesan goal has been reduced
to $1.625 million and Sts. Cyril and Metho-
dius ’s target has been reduced from
$7,500 to $3,750. The Appeal will officially
launch in early June when past supporters
can expect to receive a letter from the Arch-
bishop.



http://www.tri-prayer.org.
http://www.tri-prayer.org.
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Z korespondencie zakladatela farnosti Sv. Cyrila a Metoda v New Westminsteri

PHONE ALMA 2924

Inumarulate Gonception Ghureh

3776 WEST 28TH AVENUE
VANCOUVER 8. B.C.

4. mAd, 1960 ~g

Mr. St. Roman, President
c/o Denison’ Mines Ltd.
360 Bay Street

Toronte I, Ontario

VaZeny lir. Roman:

Som jeden zo slovenskjch Jezuitov v Kenade. UZ treti
rok pracujem meddzi Slovakmi v okoli Vancouver, B.C. ako ich knaz a
misionir. Prica sa pekne vyvija a rastie. Doteraz sme sa mohli len
raz v mesiaci schidzat k bohosluzbim v istom kostole. No Teraz sa nas
poiet zvy3il, kostol je maly a tak sa ndm naskyt4 vzicna prilezitogt,
aby sa splnila davma taZba tunajsich Slovdkov a to mat svoj vlastny
slovensky kostol.

Pravda, w3etky zadiatky su taZké, neprijemné, plné
starosti. No kde je vytrvalost za BoZiu vec, tam pride aj pomoc, naj-
du sa 3lachetné obetavé srdcia, ktoré si pokladaju za Ces¥ mat ucast

na takom diele.
KedZe som mnoho polul a dital o Va3ej velkoduSnosti

od niektorjch na3ich a aj injch kiazov v Ontériu, dovolujem si aj ja
obritit sa na Vids s prosbou, 3i sa mdZem obrdtit na VaSu léskavu do-
brodinnost v kratkej budicnosti? :

Som plne presvedieny, Ze mAte mnoho starosti, mnoho
v3elijakjch Ziadosti, prosieb a sIubov. To uZ tak byva. Aj mx tund sa
driige slov Spasitelovjych:"Klopte a otvoria vim..."

Boli by sme velmi Stastni, keby sme mohli uviest aj
Vale ctené meno medzi dobrodincami néddejného kostola Sv.Cyrila a Me-
toda v New Westminster, B.C. a tak najkrajSie osldvili 100. vjyrodie
ni3ho mesta a tak sa zalali pripravovat na 1.,100. vjyrolie prichodu
solunskjch Bratov Cypila a lletoda do naSich krajov.

Boh Vs Zehnaj vo VadeJ praci a Zivote!
"V niddejnej tGZbe po VaSej ctenej odpovedi ostévam
s katolickym a misionArskym pozdravom v Kristu G
/L 77 "".'

N Cibrg A Atoke &,

Rev. Viliam S. Lacko, S.J.
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Ctinodni Matka M, Bernsrd
Poxoj Kristov,. 29, Jula 1960

Prijmite srdeény pozdrav ako i mild spomienku na Danville, kde
som pred niekolPko rokmi kdzal po slovensky pri gradudcii...

DovoPujem si Vds poprosit o dve vecis a/ Ako sa pamitdm, vo
Vasom studenskom ¢asopise FIALKY 1959 bola uverejneni po anglic-
Ky encyx«like?GRANDE MUNUS® o nadich sv, vierozvestoch sv. Cyris.
lovi a Metodovi. Ak by ste ju mali po ruke, mohli by ste mi Jes
den exemplar ldskavo poslat? Budem Vidm za to vePmi povdaénieee

i 3 b/ MoZno uZ viete, Z%e po
roioch modiitieb, obeti a tufieb tunaj3i Slovdci v New flest N
ster, B.,C, & na okoli Vancouver,B,C. dostali zvldsStny cyrilo -

metodejsky dart &2 1 o Vvenskty k o 8 ¢ l, v ktorom sa
chystame pr@praﬁf@ sa na oslavu prichocu sv, Cyrila a Metodae
Pg;slaaém Vam list, ktory som rosposlal zndmym a priztePolly..

Rad by som mal obrzzy nas.ch svitych, alebo sochy. A neviemy, kde
ich dostty, kam sa obrdtit. Pisla som na viaceré miesta, ale nija=
k& cdpoved.

Ci Vy mite mejaiké fotografie nuiich dvoch svityeh? Mohli by ste
mi lisikevo poslat na ukdazku? Alebo kanm sa mdm obritit o to?

TieZ by som sa rdd opytat, ¢i mite vytlatend ti rimskowslovenski
sv., omsu, ktord ste mali u Vds na Vase zlaté jJubikeum? Te3il by
som sty lkeby som to mohol viciel, ¢itat, alebo mat o tom predndisS-
ku pre nasich Pudi, MoZno Ze mdte aj nejaké rekordy z toho alebo
nzrekordovali ste to na ??tape*??

Nehnevajte sg za to na mna, ¥e Vds toPko obtaZujem. Ale rdd by
som nzsim Pudom tund éim lepdie posluZil,

Radl chodia do kostola, kde mime denne sv, omsu, NedePa je oza]j
prekrdsna, Ludis sd horlivi, ba z nedele na nedePu horlivejsi, .
Tak i,_. gigazuje aj ovocie pritomnosti BoZej medzi nami a v nasich
STdCiaChie oo ’ 2 x

Fre.Michal Lacko S.J. Je moj spolubrat, On je grekowikatolik, kjym
Ja som rimsko-katolik, Bolli sme spolu na Studiach v Zagreb, Rime,
a Belgicku, Ba aJ v Nemecku za urc¢ity éas, V Ri{me sm hovor evalo,
:e maié dvoch Lackovi jeden midry a druhy hlipy. Otec Michal bol
en midry...

Za VaBu léskavost Vdm dakujem a prosim o modlitbu,

L
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Bolo to r.2001. Otec arcibiskup Adam Exner navstivil nasu farnost a posvatil
novy mramorovy oltar, ktory vybudovala skupina farnikov-dobrovolnikov
a priatelov farnosti pod vedenim spravcu farnosti otca Jozefa Menusa.
Viaceri farnici dokumentovali tuto vzacnu udalost na svojich fotoaparatoch
a kamerach. Mate aj vy fotografie alebo videa z tejto udalosti?

Z kostola alebo z haly kde otec arcibiskup hral na harmonike? Pamatate?
ZapoziCate nam ich. Spravime z nich képie a pouZijeme v elektronickej (a mozno
aj tlatenej) Pamatnici k 60.vyrocCiu zalozZenia farnosti sv. Cyrila a Metoda v New
Westminsteri.

Kontakt: Jozef Starosta (jozef.starosta@slovakmission.ca, alebo osobne)

Famost’ sv. Cprilaa Metodav New Westminster, BE, Canada,
=
1960 - 2005




Slovensky kostol sv. Cyrila a Metoda
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The Holy Spirit and the Breath of Jesus

You can’t feel someone’s breath unless you are
very close to their body. It might happen when
you might lean in to hear an ailing relative whis-
per their last words. It could be the immediate
aftermath of a kiss between lovers—or in some
cultures, a peck on the cheek among friends. Or
it could be the experience of a mother cradling
her newborn child.
To feel someone’s
breath is a basic
experience of inti-
macy that is
grounded in our
bodily senses.

We sometimes for-
got the sheer phys-
icality of breath in
reading the story of
Jesus breathing on
his disciples in
John 16.

The disciples re-
Joiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father

has sent me, so | send you.” And when he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive
are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain
are retained”

Think about how close the disciples must have
been to Jesus to feel His breath upon them.
This encounter, while seemingly understated in
contrast to the dramatic display at Pentecost,
illustrates a profound truth: our experience of
the Holy Spirit is dependent on our nearness to
Christ.

Augustine recognized this. “Let them become
the body of Christ, if they wish to live by the
Spirit of Christ. None lives by the Spirit of Christ
but the body of Christ,” he declared in a sermon
on the Bread of Life discourse in John 6.

Here Augustine is cautioning against those

Christians who would be spiritual but not reli-
gious—that is, those who proclaim to follow
Christ but do not want to belong to His Church.
As Bishop Robert Barron once said, “It's like
saying, ‘I like you, but | just don’t want to be
around your body.

”m

- The biblical image
of the Holy Spirit as
_ the breath of Christ
, is connected to the
Incarnation in a
special way. In the
Incarnation, God,
who is eternal, took
upon Himself our
mortal nature,
down to our hair
skin and bones, all
of which, under
normal circum-
stances, are sub-
ject to death and decay. Of course, that’'s not
what happened with God Incarnate. His bodily
resurrection therefore gives comfort to use that
our perishable flesh will one day see eternity.

This promise is extended and reinforced
through the Holy Spirit. Again, it is most striking
that the Spirit is depicted as breath. Because
what could be more indicative of the passing,
ephemeral nature of a human being then his
breath? As Psalm 39:6 puts it, “My life is as
nothing before you. Every man is but a breath.”
And Psalm 144:4, “Man is but a breath, his
days are like a passing shadow.”

In the Holy Spirit then, an emblem of our mor-
tality is transformed into one of eternity, just as
the Holy Spirit Himself will transform our human
existence so that we become partakers of the
divine life.

catholicexchange.com/holy-spirit-breath-jesus

Uzavierka nedelného buletinu je vzdy v stredu o 8pm.
Informacie farského charakteru, hlavne pripravované udalosti v naSej farnosti, posielajte cez email na adresu
jozef.starosta@slovakmission.ca
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http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/1701026.htm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxv1xU1ZOdM

